Old Testament Theology – OT 302 

Spring 2007

Study Guide for Midterm

David Dault, Instructor
Overview: The following questions are designed to help you focus your study for the midterm exam.  The questions from the midterm will be taken from what is presented here, so there should be no surprises in terms of material (although there may be an alteration of the form of the question, e.g., what is an essay question here might be asked as an identification question or multiple choice).  You will find page references to indicate when I want you to be looking at specific passages of text.

For essay questions, you should keep in mind the following:

· a failing answer will not show adequate comprehension of the material

· a passing answer will demonstrate that you have grasped the material or concepts, but largely in the author’s words and without much feel for the connections or what is at stake to the larger whole

· a superlative answer will demonstrate your ability to write about the concepts and material in your own words and with a sense of what impact your decisions make on the larger theological picture

Focus points:

1) What, according to Childs, are some of the difficulties that arise in attempting a theological description of God, using the Old Testament as your source?  (Childs, Chapter 3)
2) What are some key theological differences between the first and second creation stories in Genesis 1 – 3?  In particular, address matters of 1) the doctrine of creation, 2) the doctrine of theological anthropology and 3) the imago Dei (image of God)  [Genesis 1-3, Childs 188 - 192]
3)   With attention to Leviticus 19, how did Amos justify his status as a prophet? What are some theological conclusions that can be drawn from this?  [Class discussion]
4) What, according to Childs, are the key theological implications of the Law that was given to Israel on Sinai? [Exodus 20 and 34, Childs pp. 56 – 57]
5) What are some key theological features of the condemnation of idolatry found in Isaiah 44?  In particular, address what can be said about 1) creation and 2) other gods in the chapter?  [Isaiah 44, class discussion]
6) What does Messiah literally mean in the Old Testament?  Name an act a messiah performs referred to in Isaiah 45 and the end of II Chronicles, and name the messiah.  What s the theological significance of the action performed? [class discussion]
7) According to Childs, how do you distinguish between true and false prophets in the Old Testament?  [Childs 133 – 139]
8) In Nehemiah 8, we see the Israelites making a renewed covenant with God—a promise to never again violate the law.  Why do they make such a promise?  How does this reading affect our understanding of the actions of the Pharisees in Jesus’ day? [Nehemiah 8, class discussion]
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