Theology 302 – Topics in Systematic Theology: Justification and Sanctification
Spring 2007

Study Guide for Midterm

David Dault, Instructor
Overview: The following questions are designed to help you focus your study for the midterm exam.  The questions from the midterm will be taken from what is presented here, so there should be no surprises in terms of material (although there may be an alteration of the form of the question, e.g., what is an essay question here might be asked as an identification question or multiple choice).  You will find page references to indicate when I want you to be looking at specific passages of text.

For essay questions, you should keep in mind the following:

· a failing answer will not show adequate comprehension of the material

· a passing answer will demonstrate that you have grasped the material or concepts, but largely in the author’s words and without much feel for the connections or what is at stake to the larger whole

· a superlative answer will demonstrate your ability to write about the concepts and material in your own words and with a sense of what impact your decisions make on the larger theological picture

Focus points:

1) According to Stroup, what is “at stake” in the encounter between Adam, Eve and the Serpent? [5]  How does this relate to Stroup’s understanding of the Christian concept of sin?
2) Why, according to Luther, is it “a comfort” to accuse someone of being a sinner? [Oden 5]  
3)   When faced with the reality of sin, why can’t we simply forgive ourselves?  [Oden 6, Stroup 36]
4) According to Stroup, what did Jesus do to earn the title of “Christ”?  When did he become “the anointed one?”  [Stroup 41]
5) Why is it a misconception to think of Justification as a form of “ethical improvement”? [Oden 21-23]
6) Did Eve eat the forbidden fruit because she was hungry?  How does this relate to Jesus’ prayer for “daily bread”?  What does this say about the relation of temptation and our appetites?  [ Stroup 44-46, class discussion]
7) What, according to Oden, is Justification?  [Oden 36-37]
8) At the end of time, will the Devil himself be saved?  Drawing from the readings for the course and class discussions, build an argument to make your case.
9) What is the difficulty of equating sin with morality?  [Stroup 74-75]
10) Explain the theological importance of the claim “Christ died for the ungodly” [Oden 52-53]
11) Based upon class readings and discussions, make a theological argument to answer the question, Does grace come as a result of our sin, or does it exist prior to our sin?
12) Can God’s hiddenness undermine God’s faithfulness (that is, can you be saved without the direct perception of a savior)?  How has your own experience of God informed your answer?  [Stroup 175-180, class discussion]
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