OT-302 Theologies of the Old Testament
David Dault, Instructor

Study guide for midterm exam

The questions for the mid-term examination will be taken from the following list.  Not every question on this list will be on the examination, but every exam question will come from this sheet.  They may be asked in a slightly different form or with different wording, but the information will be the same.  If you prepare to answer the list here, you should be fine on the exam.  In addition to the question, I will tell you where to go in texts and course materials to find the answer.

You will have 1 ½ (one and a half) hours to complete the exam.  The test will consist of short-answer identification questions (write a few sentences or a paragraph) and essay questions (write an answer of several paragraphs or 1-2 pages).  Unless otherwise indicated, should think-through each of the following questions as if it is an essay question.

1) How does Jaffee define and interrelate the terms Scripture, Tradition and Canon?  [Jaffee, Early Judaism 57-61]

2) What are the different stages of development of the term “Messiah” in Judaism?  How does Jaffee relate this term to the notions of “God-Torah-Israel” and “Exile”?  [Jaffee 93-96]

3) Are Samaritans Jews?  Why or why not?  [Jaffee 135- 138]

4) What, in your words, is the theological significance of Nehemiah chapters 9 and 10? [What do the Israelites do I these chapters?  Hint: Think about this question in the context particularly of both what happened at Mt. Sinai and the Jewish reaction to Jesus]
5) In reading the Old Testament with the aid of the JEDP method, what does Julius Wellhausen think he accomplished? [Short answer] [Lecture notes]

6) What are the significant differences between the use of the JEDP model by Wellhausen and its use by Albrecht Alt? [Lecture notes.  Hint: think about where each claims to find the theological unity of the Israelite religion]
7) Karl Barth was not an OT theologian, yet he had a profound impact on the development of Old Testament theology.  How did he do this? [Lecture notes.  Hint: What did he write?  How was it different from what had been written during the century previous to him (and what those writings wanted to accomplish)?

8)  There seems to be a power struggle going on in the book of Amos.  Who are the two groups in this struggle? [Look particularly at Amos 7:10-17] Who wins?  [Short answers]
9) Drawing from the various texts we have looked at in class, how would you describe the relationship for Israel between exile and law? [I am looking for your own thoughts on this one.  Build an argument from what we have studied so far.  You can answer this from a variety of angles.  One possible suggestion if you get stuck: look at Nehemiah 9-10 and Deuteronomy 28 in particular]

10) The Christian characterization of Judaism often focuses on the notion of “legalism”.  Based upon your readings for this class, develop an essay which agrees with or takes issue with this characterization. [There is not a ‘right’ answer for this one.  Instead I am trying to see how you would use resources to develop a theological argument.  You might want to review Jaffee pp. 80-82 in preparing your answer, in addition to sections on law and obedience from the Biblical texts we have studied and our discussions within the lectures]
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