TH-302 Topics in Systematic Theology (Christology and Incarnation)
David Dault, Instructor

Study guide for midterm exam

The exam will be one hour, and consist of a mixture of identification and matching questions, as well as 1-2 essay-length questions.  Everything you will need to know for the exam is taken from this study guide.  I would recommend you spend some time looking in advance at the texts and making notes about how you would answer them as essay questions.  That should be the most efficient way to prepare for the questions you will be asked on the exam.
For essay questions: I expect you to be able to write a clear essay that demonstrates your understanding of a text in its context.  What are the issues it is dealing with?  Why does it use certain sources and not others?
1) Working with texts – In each of the following texts there are claims being made, explicitly or implicitly, about Jesus.  You may be asked to write an essay of given specific questions about the text.  To prepare these texts, you should be able to talk about the following: 1) Who wrote it?  2) What sort of divinity does it claim for Jesus (adoption? Angelic being? A demi-god? Fully God? Or something else)?  3) What sort of humanity does it claim for Jesus (Only appearing human? More human than we are (due to our sin)? Super-human? Etc)?  4) Are there specific texts or traditions that the author is utilizing in the passage (such as the Wisdom tradition, the “Divine Council” in Job and Isaiah, Greek philosophy, etc)?  You will also need to discuss why the text is saying what it says about Jesus (Where is it in the development of Christological thought - is it an early or later text? Is there some controversy the author is trying to influence?)  
a) 23 Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, 24 and he cried out, "What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God." 25 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be silent, and come out of him!" 26 And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 27 They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, "What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him." [NRSV] [Gospel of Mark]

b) 30 The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." 34 Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" [NRSV] [Gospel of Luke] 
c) "I shall give you another testimony, my friends," said I, "from the Scriptures, that God begat before all creatures a Beginning,[who was] a certain rational power[proceeding] from Himself, who is called by the Holy Spirit, now the Glory of the Lord, now the Son, again Wisdom, again an Angel, then God, and then Lord and Logos; and on another occasion He calls Himself Captain, when He appeared in human form to Joshua the son of Nave(Nun). For He can be called by all those names, since He ministers to the Father's will, and since He was begotten of the Father by an act of will; just as we see happening among ourselves: for when we give out some word, we beget the word; yet not by abscission, so as to lessen the word[which remains] in us, when we give it out: and just as we see also happening in the case of a fire, which is not lessened when it has kindled[another], but remains the same; and that which has been kindled by it likewise appears to exist by itself, not diminishing that from which it was kindled. [Justin Martyr, “Dialogue with Trypho” Chap LXI]
d) When, therefore, they set forth the flesh of Christ after the pattern of the angels, declaring it to be not born, and yet flesh for all that, I should wish them to compare the causes, both in Christ's case and that of the angels, wherefore they came in the flesh. Never did any angel descend for the purpose of being crucified, of tasting death, and of rising again from the dead. Now, since there never was such a reason for angels becoming embodied, you have the cause why they assumed flesh without undergoing birth. They had not come to die, therefore they also (came not) to be born. Christ, however, having been sent to die, had necessarily to be also born, that He might be capable of death; for nothing is in the habit of dying but that which is born. [Tertullian, “On the Flesh of Christ” Chap VI (“The doctrine of Apelles refuted…”)]

e) Since it was not fit, either, that the Lord should fall sick, who healed the diseases of others; nor again was it right for that body to lose its strength, in which he gives strength to the weakness of others also…Yes, he hungered, agreeably to the properties of his body, But he did not perish of hunger, because of the Lord that wore [the body]…whence he did not lay aside his body by a death that was his own—for he has Life and had none—but received that death that came from men, in order  perfectly do away with this when it met him in his own body.  {Athanasius, “On the Incarnation”, Christology of the Later Fathers 76]

f) For in saying the one is caused and the other uncaused, we do not divide the nature by the principle of causality, but only explain that the Son does not exist without generation, nor the Father by generation…[p. 267] The principle of causality distinguishes, then, the Persons of the holy Trinity.  It affirms that the one is uncaused, while the other depends on the cause. But the divine nature is in every way understood to be without distinction or difference.  For this reason we rightly say there is one Godhead and one God, and express all the other attributes that befit the divine in the singular. [Gregory of Nyssa, “Answer to Ablabius” CotLF 266-67]
2) Be able to identify: 
a) Arianism (“There was a time that the Son was not”)

b) Council of Nicea (what did it try to accomplish? What didn’t it talk about?)

c) The basic differences between Alexandria and Antioch (“Logos-Flesh” Christology vs. 

“Two Natures” Christology)

d) Communicatio Idiomatum (the “communication of the natures” of Christ)

3) Be thinking about:

a) Why does it matter whether Jesus the Son is eternal or created?

b) Why does it matter whether Jesus the Son is human or only appears to be human?
� To aide your study,  I will tell you on this study sheet where the citations come from.  This information will be removed for the exam.





