Theology 301 – Intro to Systematic Theology, Fall 2004

Study Guide for Midterm

Overview: The following questions are designed to help you focus your study for the midterm exam.  The questions from the midterm will be taken from what is presented here, so there should be no surprises in terms of material (although there may be an alteration of the form of the question, e.g., what is an essay question here might be asked as an identification question or multiple choice).  You will find page references to indicate when I want you to be looking at specific passages of text.

For essay questions, you should keep in mind the following:

· a failing answer will not show adequate comprehension of the material

· a passing answer will demonstrate that you have grasped the material or concepts, but largely in the author’s words and without much feel for the connections or what is at stake to the larger whole

· a superlative answer will demonstrate your ability to write about the concepts and material in your own words and with a sense of what impact your decisions make on the larger theological picture

Focus points:

1) From our discussion in class, we know that there are several differences between the Apostles Creed and the Nicene Creed.  Name three of them.

Pick one and explain the (historical and theological) reasons for the difference.

2) “Cyril asserts that Christ triumphed over death because of the kind of human being he was.  His human nature makes Christ unique.”  From your reading, explain what is at stake theologically for Cyril in this claim, and what consequences follow from it (Wilken 121).

How does this differ from the Christological claims made by Gregory 

Nanzianzus? (Wilken 123-4)

3) Hellenistic philosophy and culture often asserted that the body is a mere “vessel for the soul,” and that it is ultimately unimportant.  How does the Christian Patristic tradition agree and/or disagree with this claim? (Wilken 158-161).  

Where does Guthrie stand? (Guthrie 194-200)

4) What are some sources for theological reflection we have read or talked about in class?  What makes a source different from a norm in theology?

5) What might be some (practical and theological) difficulties you would face if you made the unsupported claim that “The Bible is the only source one needs for faith?”

6) Is it problematic (from an “orthodox Christian” perspective) to refer to the triune God as “God, the Son, and the Holy Spirit”?  Why or why not?

7) According to Guthrie, how has “Western Monotheism” often viewed the Trinity?  What are some problems or criticisms that have been brought against this view? (Guthrie 88-91)

8. In his book The City of God, we can see Augustine making several claims about the attributes of God.  Given our class discussions, describe the model he is using in making these claims (General or special revelation? Philosophical or personal attributes?) and what you say are his main sources for these claims? (Wilken 204-206)

9. Given our readings and class discussions, do you find yourself agreeing more with General or Special revelation as the “way God is known”?  How would you explain your decision to someone who takes the opposite view (What are your reasons? What are some consequences?)

10. Who was the Roman emperor who convened the Council of Nicea that led to the adoption of the Nicene Creed in 381?  Name the controversy this council was attempting to solve.

11. “The church is the only means of salvation.”  Would you agree or disagree with this claim?  Elaborate what theological consequences follow from your answer (for example: how are your views of Scripture, mission, the Cross, or the sacraments impacted by the position you take?)

12. Give a brief definition of Pelagianism.  Why is it problematic for the Christian tradition? (Guthrie 126-131, class notes online)

13. Many of the writings of St. Thomas Aquinas were in response to a difficulty for the church caused by what historical event?  How did Aquinas “solve” the problem?  What was a consequence of this solution?

14. Luther and Zwingli disagreed over the question of the Sacraments.  Briefly explain what was at stake (politically and theologically) in their disagreement.

15. What are the “two contradictory truths” Guthrie refers to in his explanation of Original Sin?  Do you agree or disagree with how Guthrie describes the “sin problem”?  Why? (Guthrie 221-224) 

16. What is the difference between pantheism and panentheism? (Guthrie 154-158)

