Theology 301 – Intro to Systematic Theology, Fall 2004

Study Guide for Final Exam
Overview: The following questions are designed to help you focus your study for the midterm exam.  The questions from the midterm will be taken from what is presented here, so there should be no surprises in terms of material (although there may be an alteration of the form of the question, e.g., what is an essay question here might be asked as an identification question or multiple choice).  You will find page references to indicate when I want you to be looking at specific passages of text.

For essay questions, you should keep in mind the following:

· a failing answer will not show adequate comprehension of the material

· a passing answer will demonstrate that you have grasped the material or concepts, but largely in the author’s words and without much feel for the connections or what is at stake to the larger whole

· a superlative answer will demonstrate your ability to write about the concepts and material in your own words and with a sense of what impact your decisions make on the larger theological picture

Focus points:

1) Guthrie examines several claims for the origin of Evil (Satan, God, humans, society, fallen angels) in the text.  What, in the end, is Guthrie’s accounting of the origin of Evil?  Do you agree or disagree with this accounting?  If you disagree, which of the other accounts is more compelling to you theologically and why? [173-182]
2) What is Martin Luther King, Jr.’s accounting for the origin of Evil?  What criticisms might he bring against Guthrie’s accounting above? [King handout 58-60]

3) In your own words, how would you summarize Guthrie’s claim that we are “partners with God”?  Explain theologically why your beliefs or tradition agree or disagree with Guthrie on this point.
4) In your own words, what is James Cone’s problem with the Nicene Creed? [Cone handout 106-110]
5) From a theological standpoint, would Guthrie agree or disagree with Cone’s claim that “Jesus is Black”?  [Cone handout 122-126; Guthrie 237-248]
6) What are the four images of atonement Guthrie outlines in the text?  Of these, pick one you find the most compelling and describe in your own words how it “works”.  If none of the four seem reasonable to you, how do you account for atonement within the Christian tradition? [Guthrie 251-256]
7) In your own words, describe what Guthrie means when he speaks of the Kingdom of God as being “between the times.”  What are the “concrete implications” of such a view? [Guthrie 283-287]
8) Speaking generally, what is the key difference between a “Roman Catholic” and a “Protestant” idea of Justification?  How might this affect one’s approach to the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper? [Lecture notes]

9) How does Guthrie view “the mission of the church in the world”?  How does this agree or disagree with the view of mission in your church tradition?  [Guthrie 363-368]

10) Guthrie claims that “Christians do not believe in the perfectability of humankind” [376].  What does he mean by this?  Do you agree with this general claim about Christianity?  Explain.
11) a) What is the meaning of “apocalyptic”?  b) Why might the “delay of parousia” be a problem that must be addressed by Christian theology? [Lecture notes]

12) What does Guthrie mean when he says “Heaven is for sinners and Hell is for ‘good’ people”? [396]  How would your tradition agree or disagree with this?

13) For King, the liberatory power of God’s love seems to be connected with our willingness to suffer [King 40].  In your reading, would Cone agree or disagree with this claim?  What, for Cone, is the source of liberatory power?

